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73  PERCENT  OF  CORN  ACREAGE  PLANTED  WITH  HYBRID  SEED  j 


1949 


A  t-otp.l  of  67  million  acres  of  ccrn--76  percent  of  the  entire  corn  acreage 
was  planted  with  hybrid  seed  in  1949.  .  This  compares  with  65  million  acres,  or 
75  percent,  in  1948  and  62  million  acres,  or  72  percent,  in  1947.  In  1933,  the 
first  year  of  the  hybrid  series,  only  0.1  percent  of  the  total  corn  acreage  was 
planted  with  hybrids.  By  1938  hybrids  wore  being  grown  on  about  14  million  acres 
which  represented  15  percent  of  the  total  corn  acreage.  In  1943  hybrids  passed  * 
the  half-way. nark,  being  planted  on  49  million  of  the  94  million  acres  of  corn 
planted  that  year. 


In  the  heart  of  the  Corn. Belt--Ohic,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa--hybrids 
are  being  planted  almost  exclusively.  States  bordering  the  Corn  Belt  continue 
to  expand  the  use  of  hybrids,  bpt  the  largest  relative  increases  arc  taking  place* 
in  areas  outside  the  Corn  Belt..  The  greatest  percentage  increases  are  in  the 
Southeast.  Although  considerably  more  hybrids  were  planted  in  Georgia  and  Alabama 
in  1949  than  a  year  earlier,  the  percentages  arc  still  only  13  and  15,  respectively, 
of  the  total  acreage.  Sharp  annual  increases  in  this  area  seem  possible  for  the 
next  several  years.  The  North  Atlantic  States  also  show  a  sizeable  increase  over 
last  year,  as  do  most  of  the  Western  States.  In  Colorado,  the  leading  corn  State 
in  the  western  group,  hybrids  are  being  grown  on  66  percent  of  the  corn  acreage, 
compared  with  53  percent  in  1948. 

The  17-year  series  on  U.  S.  corn  acreage  planted  with  hybrid  seed  is  shown’ 

below: 
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